Week 3: From Input to Output

February 21st, 2011

Make a careful exploration of who you are and the work you have been given, and then sink yourself into that. Don't be impressed with yourself. Don't compare yourself with others. Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative best you can with your own life.

~Galatians 6:4-5~

Opening Group Discussion:
· Describe at least 1 piece of insight you’ve gained about yourself through taking the Spiritual Gifts & DISC profile.

Group Discussion:

· If you had to put a percentage number on the amount of time you spend operating in your giftings, what percentage would you give it?

· Which circumstances are beyond your control and what are 3 ways you can minimize their effect on your ability to live fully, operating in your gifts and talents?

Joshua 8:1 (ESV)
And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear and do not be dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you, and arise, go up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand the king of Ai, and his people, his city, and his land.

Joshua 10:8 (ESV)

And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have given them into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before you."
Matthew 25:14-30 (ESV) The Parable of the Talents

"For    it  it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave five  talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he who had received the one talent went and  dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me five talents; here I have made five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me two talents; here I have made two talents more.'  His master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.' He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:Matthew
· How does this parable describe the repercussions of giving into fear and running from what God is asking of us?

· What is one of your biggest fears?

· What does Scripture say about that fear?

· What practices can you put in place to remind yourself that your fears don’t have to limit you from living fully, using your gifts and talents for God?

Exodus 3:6-12 Moses’ Calling

And he said, "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. Then the LORD said, "I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" He said, "But I will be with you, and this shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain." 

2 Corinthians 3:4-6 (ESV)
Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward God. Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, who has made us competent to be  ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Ephesians 3:7-12 (ESV)
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him.

· What is your biggest area where your confidence is lacking?

· What practices can you put into place to tackle those lack of confidences?

· What is “jumping” in your life?
· What can you put in place to start to manage circumstances beyond your control, debunk fear and build confidence in yourself?

Challenge:

Review and pray through these questions at least twice before our next meeting. Ask God to continue to reveal areas where you can grow and develop in confidence in your gifts and letting go of your fears.
